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name at all, but merely told his readers that he considered 
the bird, which he described as being found in “ great numbers 
throughout Persia,” to be the “ Porphyrio” veterum, i.e. of 
ancient writers. Secondly, it seems that there is no evidence 
whatever of Gmelin’s “ Po ‘phyrio”’ having been the P. hya- 
cinthinus, or of that species ever having been found to occur 
nearly so far east as Persia. Even in Egypt the ordinary 
Porphyrio is certainly the green-backed P. madagascariensis 
(sive chloronotus) ; and the P. hyacinthinus appears to be 
restricted to Spain and Algeria. In Mesopotamia and the 
Arabian peninsula the prevalent Porphyrio is certainly the 
Indian P. pulverulentus, as there are living in the Zoological 
Society’s Gardens at the present time examples of this species 
received from Bagdad and from the Hedjaz, or Arabian coast- 
range of the Red Sea. It is therefore in the highest degree 
probable that the same species prevails throughout Persia, as 
we know it does in Sind* ; and it may have been this species 
which Gmelin observed on the Caspian in 1770, and which 
he identified with the “ Porphyrio” of ancient writers. 

Under these circumstances it would appear that the earliest 
name that can be employed for the Porphyrio of the Spanish 
peninsula and Algeria is ceruleus, under which name it was 
shortly described by Dominico Vandelli in 1797 in his “ Florze 
et Faune Lusitanicee Specimen ” +, and that the species should 
stand as Porphyrio ceruleus (Vandell). 


XVII.—On a Collection of Birds from the Sierra Nevada of 
Santa Marta, Columbia. By Osserr Satvin and F. 
DuCane Gopan. 


Ar the commencement of last year Mr. F. Simons under- 
took to make an expedition for us to explore the Sierra 
Nevada of Santa Marta, in Columbia, with the object of 
making collections in various branches of natural history. 
* Cf. Hume, ‘Stray Feathers,’ iv. p. 20. 
+ Published in vol. i. of the ‘Memorias da Academia Real de Lisboa, 


Lisbon, 1797. As to the occurrence of this species in Portugal, ef. A. ©. 
Smith, Ibis, 1868, p. 455. 
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The present paper relates to his first consignment of bird- 
skins, which reached us a short time ago. 
~ There are few places in South America of which the zoology 
is less known than that of the mountainous traet of land 
lying between the mouth of the Magdalena river and the 
Gulf of Maracaibo, usually known as the Sierra Nevada of 
Santa Marta. Though this district has been visited by 
botanical travellers, no zoologist has as yet penetrated into 
it; or, at any rate, no results of any such expedition have 
been made publie*. If we except the immediate neighbour- 
hood of Santa Marta itself, where several collectors have 
worked for a short time, the remainder of this limited district 
is so little known that we can only recall the name of one 
bird, a Humming-bird (Anthocephala floriceps), found in it; 
and this was obtained by a botanist, so Mr. Gould tells us, 
near San Antonio, in the Nevada itself. Were, then, was a 
promising field for an ornithologist—this isolated mass of 
mountains, whose snowy peaks, visible from far out on the 
Caribbean Sea, form so striking a feature in the pa of 
= northern coast of South America. ~ 

Ir. Simons landed at Rio de la Hacha, and thence made 
i way to Valle Dupar, which lies on the southern side of 
the Nevada, and is but 700 feet above the sea. From here 
he made excursions to various villages situated on the 
southern slope of the mountain—San Sebastian, Atanques, 
San José, and Chinchicua, at various elevations up to 
nearly 7000 feet above the ocean. He also passed a month 
at a coffee-plantation called Manaure, which he describes as 
situated at an elevation of 2700 feet, at the foot of the 
Andes, 25 miles S.E. by E. of Valle Dupar. This place would 
appear to be on a mountain-range apart from the Nevada. 
We are, however, unable to give an accurate account of the 
geography of this region, as no map to which we have had 
access gives an adequate idea of the mountain-system. 


* In 1870 Mr. GQ. Joad, F.Z.S., rode round the Sierra Nevada from 
Santa Martha, and collected a few birdskins. Amongst these was the 
type of the new Furnarius, described by us in the ‘Nomenclator’ as F. 
agnatus, which was obtained at Valle Dupar. 
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Mr. Simons speaks of the great prevalence of savanas in 
the parts he has hitherto visited, and the paucity of the 
forest. His collection, as will be scen below, is largely 
made up of widely ranging savana species. The forest and 
highland species are few, but they give an indication of the 
nature of the bird-fauna of the district. These show a dce- 
cided preponderance of relationship with the birds of the 
highlands of Venezuela and Merida rather than with those of 
the Columbian Andes. Thus we have Chlorophonia frontalis, 
Calliste cyanoptera, and <Aulacorhamphus calorhynchus, all 
Venezuclan species, while the only upland Columbian 
species is Turdus yigas. The birds from Manaure are more 
decidedly Columbian ; and here too a curious Central-Ame- 
rican element appears, represented by Muscivora mexicana 
and Ramphastos carinatus. My. Simons adds another pecu- 
liar Humming-bird (Campylopterus phainopeplus) to the one 
already known (Anthocephala floriceps). The former has its 
nearest ally in an Ecuadorian species of limited range. These 
are mere indications of what we may expect of the fauna, a 
much larger series being necessary to trace it in all its details. 


Turpus cicas, Fras. 

San Sebastian (6700 ft.), 19th Feb. “Eyes and legs orange.” 

The single specimen sent is paler in colour than other 
examples of T. gigas we possess. The bill, too, is considerably 
longer. T. gigas, however, is a bird subject to considerable 
variation; and this specimen may only be an extreme diver- 
gence from the ordinary Columbian type. Total length 
13 inches, wing 5'7, tail 5°3, bill 1°6, tarsus 1:7. 


TROGLODYTES TESSELLATUS, D’Orb. & Lafr. 

Maricosa (2000 ft.), 26th January. “Eyes brown.” 

Agrees with Panama specimens, which we believe to be 
hardly sufficiently distinct to be separated from the Peruvian 
T. tessellatus. The Panama bird is the T. ingeietus, Baird. 


BASILEUTERUS MESOCHRYSUS, Scl. 

Manaure (2700 ft.), 9, 7th May. “Eyes light brown. 
Found in the forest.” 

Agrees with Bogota cxamples of this specics, whence the 
type was procured. 
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SETOPHAGA RUTICILLA (Linn.). 
Atanques (4000 ft.), 26th February. “Eyes light brown.” 
A single female specimen of this northern immigrant. 


CEREBRA CYANEA (Linn.). 
Manaure (2700 ft.), g8, 3lst May. “Eyes bluish black.” 


Procnras TERSA (Linn.). i 

Manaure (2700 ft.), g, 13th May. “Eyes brown. Found 
in isolated trees,” 

Having reexamined our series of this species, we are nuable 
to detect any tangible difference between the supposed 
Columbian race, called by Mr. Selater P. occidentalis, and 
the Brazilian bird. Of the differences originally aseribed to 
P. occidentalis none seem to us to stand the test of compa- 
rison, except that of size. Brazilian specimens are slightly 
larger than any from other localities; but the difference is 
very little, and even greater variation ean be traecd in 
examples usually attributed to P. occidentalis. Our series 
includes specimens from Brazil (Rio and Bahia), Bolivia, 
Peru, Ecuador, Columbia, the Nevada of Santa Marta, and 
Venezuela. 


CHLOROPHONIA FRONTALIS, Scl. 

Chlorophonia frontalis, Sel. & Salv. Ex. Orn. p. 81, 
plese iia 1. 

Valley of Chinchicua (6500 ft.), 15th February; San 
José (5000 ft.), 14th March. “Eyes brown.” 

A Venezuelan species, Levraud’s specimens in the Paris 
Museum being stated to have come from the neighbourhood 
of Caraccas. 


Evrnonia Lanirostris, D’Orb. & Lafr. 

Atanques (2700 ft.), 24th February and 9th March. ‘ Eyes 
brown. Very common.” 

The yellow of the crown is a little more restricted in the 
two specimens sent than in Andean examples of this widely 
ranging species. The colour of the back, too, has a slightly 
greener tint. 

There can be no doubt, we think, that the Andean bird 
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should bear D’Orbigny’s name, of which E. crassirostris, 
Scl., is a synonym. 


CALLISTE CYANOPTERA (Sw.). 

San José (5000 ft.), 15th March; Atanques (4000 ft.), 
26th February. “Eyes dark brown.” 

Agree with Venezuelan examples of this species. 


PyRANGA &stTIva (Gm.). 
Atanques (4000 ft.), 26th February. “Eyes brown.” 


VOLATINIA JACARINA (Linn.). 
San José (5000 ft.), 15th March. “Eyes almost black.” 


ZONOTRICHIA PILEATA (Bodd.). 
Atanques (2700 ft.), 26th February. “ Eyes brown.” 


Ostinops pECUMANUS (Pall.). 

Xanthornus decumanus, Pall. Spic. Zool. fase. vi. p. 1, 
pl. i. (1769). 

Oriolus cristatus, Gm. S. N. i. p. 387 (1788). 

Ostinops cristatus, Scl. Cat. Am. B. p. 127. 

San José (5000 ft.), 15th March; Atanques (4000 ft.), 
26th February. “Eyes sky-blne.” 

This widely ranging common species is usually known 
under the name Ostinops cristatus (Gm.). But as Gmelin 
himself quotes Pallas’s ‘ Spicilegia,’ wherein a recognizable 
plate is given representing this species, we think there can be 
no doubt whatever that Pallas’s name ought to be reinstated. 
Gmelin and some subsequent writers erroneously quote 
Pallas’s title as “Xanthornus maximus ”—a curious mistake, 
which seems to have originated as follows:—Pallas’s article is 
headed “Xanthornus decumanus,” which is, no doubt, the 
name he intended to introduce; but to his technical charac- 
ters he prefixes “ Descriptio Xanthornt maximi,” by which he 
merely meant that the species he was describing was the 
largest Xanthornus known to him. 


Icrerus vutcaRis (Linn.). 
Valle Dupar (700 ft.), g, 3rd March. “Eyes brown. A 


grcat favourite as a songster.” 
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STURNELLA LUDOVICIANA (Linn.). 
San Sebastian (6700 ft.), 5th April. “Eyes brown.” 


CassiDIx oryzivora (Gm.). 
Manaure (2700 ft.), 9, 9th May. “Eyes pale dirty 
orange-yellow.” 


CYANOCORAX AFFINIS, Pelz. l 

Valle Dupar (700 ft.), 4th February ; Atanques (2700 ft.), 
9th March. “ Eyes yellow. A very noisy bird; common.” 

These specimens differ somewhat from Columbian examples 
of C. affinis, but are not in very fresh plumage. The back 
is almost uniform brown, with a faint purple shade; and there 
is no dark blue on the nape. In the latter character they do 
not agree with the description of C. sclateri, Heine, whieh is 
the nearest neighbour of the present bird in point of locality 
(Carthagena). But it is very doubtful whether the latter — 
bird is separable from C. affinis. 


SAYORNIS CINERACEA (Lafy.). 
San José (5000 ft.), 14th March. “Eyes brown.” 


PHYLLOMYIAS SEMIFUSCA, Scl. 
Atanques (2700 ft.), 25th February. “Common all through 


the Nevada.” 
Originally described from Santa-Marta specimens. 


PITANGUS DERBIANUS (Kp.). 

Valle Dupar (700 ft.), 6th March. “Eyes brown.” 

Agrees with Venezuelan examples formerly called P. rufi- 
pennis (Lafr.). The difference between these and birds from 
Central America is very slight, consisting chiefly of the 
greater amount of rufous on the wing-coverts. 


MyiopyNastEs AUDAX (Gm.). 

Manaure (2700 ft,), 9, 6th May. “yes brown. Found 
in the forest.” 

Agrees with a Venezuelan example obtained at Pilar by 
Goering. 

Mecaruyncnuus PITANGUA (Linn.). 

Atanques (2700 ft.), 27th February. “Eyes brown.” 
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Muscivora MEXICANA, Sel. 

Manaure (2700 ft.), ¢ 9, Gth May. “Eyes light brown, 
with a line of white round the iris. Found in the forest.” 

These specimens agree accurately with Panama and Cen- 
tral-American examples of this northern species, This is 
the first evidence we have had of a Muscivora being found 
anywhere near this region. 


PyRocEPHALUS RUBINEUS (Bodd.). 

Valle Dupar (700 ft.), 8g , 3rd March. “Eyes brown. Na- 
tive name ‘ Saugre de Toro.’ ” 

Has the dark back of the sonthern race. 


TYRANNUS MELANCHOLICUS, Vieill. 
Atanques (2700 ft.), 27th February. “ Eyes brown.” 


MaırvuLus tyrannus (Linn.). 
Manaure (2700 ft.), May; San Sebastian (6700 ft.), 5th 
April. “Eyes brown.” 


CHIROXIPHIA LANCEOLATA (Wagl.). 
Manaure (2700ft.), ¢,6th May. “Hyeslightbrown. Found 
in the forest.” 


Srrrasomus ovivaceus (Max.). 
Manaure (2700 ft.), 9, 7th May. “Eyesdark brown. A 
tree-climber.” i 


DENDROMANES MERULOIDES (Lafr.). 
Manaure (2700 ft.), g, 15th May. “Eyes brown.” 
Agrees with Venezuelan exampies of this species. 


CAMPYLOPTERUS PHAINOPEPLUS, Sp. ll. 

§ splendidé viridescens, capite summo et fronte paulo obsen- 
rioribus, gula totâ nitide cærulcâ, alis et cauda chalybco- 
cyaneis, hâc unicolori: long. tota 5°3, ala 2°8, caudæ 18, 
rostri a rictu 11. 

Hab. Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta. 

Obs. C. villavicencii affinis, sed omninò distinctus, colore 
capitis non aurco-viridi, corpore quoque multo magis viride- 
scente micante, caudæ rectricibus mediis chalybeis nec viri- 
dibus &c. 
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San José (5000 ft.), lith March; Atanques (4000 ft.), 
26th February. “Eyes brown.” 

Of this beautiful species Mr. Simons has sent several spe- 
cimens, all but one of them shot, unfortunately, a little before 
their plumage had become complete, the wing-feathers being 
still not fully grown. He has since sent us the following 
note concerning it :— 

“ During an eight months’ sojourn in the Sierra Nevada de 
Santa Marta I had frequent opportunities of observing this 
interesting and brilliant Humming-bird, which I believe is 
migratory, spending the months of February, March, April, 
and May in the banana plantations of the Lower Nevada, 
from 4000 to 6000 feet above the sea-level. From June to 
October I found it in the more elevated regions up to nearly 
the snow-line, or 15,000 feet above the sea-level. While ex- 
ploring a mountain-gorge near Atanques (4000 ft.) I obtained 
my first specimen, in March. It was resting on a bent twig 
in the shade of a banana-leaf, and appeared very tame, allow- 
me to retire some distance before firing. The species was 
unknown to most of the inhabitants of Atanques, and excited 
much admiration from its beauty. A few days afterwards I 
had the pleasure of meeting with it again among the banana- 
groves of San José. These plantations of the Indians are 
very extensive along the banks of the Guatapuri, at an eleva- 
tion of 6000 feet, and are the highest banana-cultivation in 
the Nevada. This Humming-bird is pretty common here, 
but solitary; and I seldom saw more than three or, at the 
most, four in an afternoon. It betrays its presence, not only 
by the well-known dur-rr of the wings, but also by a sharp 
double note uttered as it flits from flower to flower. Alight- 
ing suddenly on a branch in the shade, it will remain minute 
after minute without the slightest movement. On these 
occasions I used to watch them carefully, but never could 
see them fly away, they disappeared as they came, like 
phantoms. 

“ Visiting San Sebastian in June, I was surprised to find the 
same little beauty, identical in plumage, but with totally 
different habits. Instead of shunning the sun, as among the 
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bananas, it establishes itself on the topmost twig of some dead 
branch or scantily clothed tree, and passes the day filling the 
air with its loud plaintive note in answer to its mate. Every 
now and then, as a sort of exercise, it would shoot up into 
the air like a rocket, sound a very pretty éwit-twit, turn a 
few somersaults, and descend gracefully with tail-feathers 
spread out like a fan. These aerial movements are exces- 
sively beautiful, and always resorted to, even if the bird is 
disturbed. In this latter case it does not return to its aceus- 
tomed perch, but seeks another tree close by, where it sings 
on merrily till all danger is past ; 1t always, however, returns 
to its old haunt. I watched one for a fortnight, and it never 
forsook its adopted perch. Another I fired at four times 
successively without effect ; in spite of this it always returned 
to the same tree. They are very wary and difficult to shoot ; 
and I have spent days dodging them backwards and forwards 
without getting near enough fora shot. June and July are 
the flowering months in the elevated regions. This may attract 
them ; for I have met with them in all parts of the Nevada, 
especially in a valley at an elevation of 11,000 feet, where 
they were abundant, but so shy that there was no approaching 
them within a hundred yards. On crossing to the northern 
flank I found them as low down as San Miguel, 6000 feet. 
At San Antonio, 3450 feet, not ten miles distant, they were 
unknown. 

“On previous visits to San Sebastian in February and March, 
this species was not there; but the Indians told me that after 
the first rains a very beautiful “ Chupa-flor” puts in an ap- 
pearance, without, however, being very common. Passing 
a couple of days in San José in August, I found they had 
disappeared. 

“‘Atanques, a small Indian village of 1000 inhabitants, the 
capital of the Territory of Nevada, lies in the mountains bce- 
tween the rivers Guatapuri and Badillo, about four miles (as 
the crow flies) N.E. of Valle Dupar. 

“ The first rains begin in April; May is very wet, June to 
September showery. 

«The second rains begin in September; October is the worst 
month; and November is sometimes wet.” 


qr 
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CHALYBURA BUFFONI (Less.). 
Manaure, ¢ 9, 18th May. 


ACESTRURA MULSANTI (Bourc.). 
Atanques (2700 ft.), 26th February. 


METALLURA SMARAGDINICOLLIS ? 

Valley of Chinchicua (6500 ft.), 15th February. 

The single imperfect skin sent agrees, so far as we can 
detect, with Peruvian and Bolivian examples of this species. 
We should not, however, be surprised to find that adult spe- 
cimens showed that the species was distinct, as the Sierra de 
Santa Marta is a very long way from the previously known 
range of M. smaragdinicollis. 


PANYCHLORA, Sp. ? 

Manaure (2700 ft.), ¢, 7th May. 

This may prove to be an undescribed species; but we hesi- 
tate, as yet, to give ita name. Its size about equals that of 
P. poortmanni ; but the tail is longer, and of a rich coppery 
hue. This may be the result of damp; so that we wait for 
more specimens before deciding the position of the species. 

Mr. Simons sends three other specimens of Trochilide ; 
but as they are all females, their determination cannot be 
effected satisfactorily. 


CAMPEPHILUS MALHERBII, Gray. 
Atanques (4000 ft.), g, 26th February. “Eyes white.” 


CENTURUS TRICOLOR (Wazgl.). 
Valle Dupar (700 ft.), 3, 3rd March. “Eyes brown.” 


PHAROMACRUS FULGIDUS, Gould. 
Valley of Chinchicua (6500 ft.), 15th February. “ Scarce 


at Chinchicua, and unknown elsewhere.” 


GaLBULA RUFICAUDA, Cuv. 

Valle Dupar. 

Bucco RuFICOLLIs (Wagl.). 

Valle Dupar (700 ft.), 3rd February. “ Eyes pale brown.” 

Agrees with one of Mr. Wyatt’s specimens obtained at 
Ocaña in Columbia. 

SER. IV.—VOL. III. Q 
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RAMPHASTOS TOCARD, Vieill. 
Manaure (2700 ft.), g,12th May. “Eyes yellowish brown.” 


RHAMPHASTOS CARINATUS, Sw. 

Manaure (2700ft.), ¢,18th May. “Eyes yellowish brown.” 

This is the first South-American specimen I have seen, the 
range of the species being hitherto supposed to be restricted 
to Central America. 


AULACORHAMPHUS ALBIVITTA, Gould. 

Chinchicua (6500ft.), ¢ 9 ,15thApril. “Eyes dark brown.” 

Differs slightly from Bogota examples of this species in 
having the throat of a pale bluish grey, and a dark mark 
running down the culmen from the forehead. The base of 
the mandible is black. In the colour of its throat this bird 
agrees with the bird deseribed by Mr. Gould as A. pheo- 
lemus; but the base of the mandible is black, and not red. 
The validity of A. pheolemus is very doubtful (see P. Z. S. 
1875, p. 236). 


AULACORHAMPHUS CALORHYNCcHUS, Gould. 


Aulacorhamphus calorhynchus, Gould, Ann. & Mag. Nat. 
Hist. ser. 4, xiv. p. 183. 


Chinchicua (6500 ft.), ¢, 16th April. “Eyes carmine red.” 

Hitherto only known from the upland forests of Merida, 
where Goering discovered it. 

Piraya cayana (Linn.). 

Valle Dupar (700 ft.), 4th February. “ Eyes carmine red.” 

CONURUS WAGLERI, Gray. 

Atanques (2700 ft.), 25th February. 


URUBITINGA MERIDIONALIS. 


TINNUNCULUS SPARVERIUS. 

Manaure (2700 ft.), ¢, Ist June. “Eyes dark brown.” 

The adult male specimen has a very distinct rufous occiput, 
just as in northern examples of this species. 

IcTINEA PLUMBEA. 

Manaure (2700ft.), ¢ ,30th May. “Eyes dark carmine-red.” 


BurortpeEs CYANURUS. 


